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Speaker Information

o Pat Taylor, Executive Director Faces 
& Voices of Recovery

o Naomi Long, 2010 Recovery Voices 
Count Coordinator 

o Aaron Kucharski, 2008 Recovery 
Voices Count Coordinator

o Fred Martin, PA Recovery 
Organization-Achieving Community 
Together



Agenda

1. Welcome and Brief overview of 
Faces & Voices

2. Introduction of 2010 Recovery 
Voices Count Campaign (Naomi)

3. Summary of 2008 campaign (Aaron)

4. Spotlight on Pennsylvania (Fred)

5. Q & A 

6. Closing
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Faces & Voices of Recovery

The Voice of the Organized Recovery 
Community Since 2001

� Changing negative public perceptions 
of addiction recovery

� Promoting effective public policy

� Demonstrating that recovery is 

working for millions of Americans
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Recovery Voices Count

An Overview
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Why Civic Engagement?

Recovery Voices Count is a part of 
our national movement to make it 
possible for even more of our friends, 
neighbors and family members to 
experience long-term recovery from 
addiction by building recognition of 
the recovery community as a 
constituency of consequence. 
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What is Civic Engagement?

Mobilizing and organizing people in 
recovery, families, friends and allies to:

� Demonstrate the reality of recovery from 
addiction

� Educate the public and candidates about the 
human and financial toll of untreated addiction

� Educate the public and candidates about 
policies that support long-term recovery from 
addiction and

� Raise the profile of the recovery community as 
an organized constituency that is engaged in 
our nation’s civic life.
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Keeping it Non-Partisan

� Nonprofit 501(c)(3) public charity 
organizations are strictly forbidden 
from engaging in any political activity 
in support of or in opposition to any 
candidate for public office. 

� However, 501(c)(3) public charity 
organizations can engage in non-
partisan voter education activity and 
in a limited amount of lobbying.



Where do we start?
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The Recovery Voices 
Count Guide to Non-
Partisan Civic 
Engagement is a great 
resource for any group 
interested in building their 
own civic engagement 
campaign. 

Download your own at 
facesandvoicesofrecovery.org.
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���� Voter Registration

���� Voter Education

���� Voter Participation

Three Common Civic Engagement 
Activities



11

Voter Registration 
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Voter Registration

Every successful civic 
engagement campaign starts 
with registering people to vote.
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Voter Registration

Recovery Voices Count aims to 
engage as many potential voters as 
possible. Campaign volunteers learn

� about voting eligibility requirements

� how to conduct a registration drive

� overcoming objections to registering

� tools to keep track of who you 
register and how to build a voter list
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Voter Registration

Examples of Opportunities to Register 
Voters

� Organize a registration drive 

� Set up a table at any of your events, fairs, or 
open houses

� Use Rally for Recovery to register participants

� Canvass Neighborhoods

� Reach out to family members and friends who 
aren’t registered



Getting commitments is just the 
beginning…
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Voter Education
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Voter Education

Education is a powerful 
predictor of civic 
engagement. The more 
people know about the 
issues that affect them, the 
more likely it is that they will 
participate in civic affairs. 
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Examples of Voter Education

Attend Campaign Events, Forums, and Town Meetings
Organizing to create a unified presence and convey a 
consistent message at events.

Encourage Local Media to Focus on Issues
Providing information to the media about addiction 
prevention, treatment and recovery issues.

Debates
Making sure that issues that are important to the recovery 
community are raised at candidate debates.

Organize an Event
Planning a rally or other event can attract the media and 
public attention to addiction recovery issues.
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Getting Candidates 
on the Public Record

Questions for candidates
and

Candidate Pledge



Candidate Questions for 2010
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Candidate Pledge



Building a Constituency of 
Consequence

In 2008, the campaign launched and 
something truly historic happened…
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People from all walks of life got 
involved in civic engagement!
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Groups Partnered on Education 
Events around the country

Faces & Voices sponsored in partnership with:
� New Hampshire prevention, treatment & recovery groups
� Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA)
� Nat’l Association of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors 

(NAADAC)
� National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 

(NCADD)

NH Presidential Town Hall Meeting
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9 Campaigns Participated…
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And Politicians took notice.

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org



Candidates were also asked the 
tough questions…
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And Voters got educated on 
important issues.

Advocates in 
New Jersey 
educated their 
constituency 
through an 
election guide 
as well as 
sophisticated 
candidate 
surveys.
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This is what a Constituency of 
Consequence looks like!
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� Connecticut

� Colorado

� Kentucky

� Maryland

� Massachusetts

� Minnesota

� Missouri

� New Jersey

� Ohio

� Pennsylvania

� South Carolina

� Virginia

This year we have 12 Recovery 
Voices Count States



Spotlight on Pennsylvania

Fred Martin is a leader in Pennsylvania 
Recovery Organization-Achieving 
Community Together, PRO-ACT. 

This year PRO-ACT is building on their 
momentum from 2008 by hosting the 
Faces and Voices hub event as part 
of their Rally for Recovery in 
Philadelphia.
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Rally for Recovery 2010

September 25, 2010

Great Plaza- Penn’s Landing 
Philadelphia, PA



Building Power for Election Day
and beyond

Recovery Voices Count is an 
opportunity for local recovery 

community organizations to develop 
organizational strength, volunteer 
opportunities, and new members 
beyond just a single election cycle.

HOW? 
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Building Power

By creating 

Voter Engagement coalitions with other 
local ally organizations; 

Hosting face to face conversations with  
candidates and elected officials about 

local issues;

Recruiting volunteers to do outreach to 
the broader community of potential 

voters.
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The campaign is also reinvigorating a new 
group of voters: returning citizens in recovery.

“It was very empowering for many in the recovery 
community who have prior convictions to learn that voting 
is a right and a responsibility that they can exercise to the 
fullest. They also realized how important it is to be 
educated on the candidates' positions. I learned that when 
we organize and follow up by actually voting on Election 
Day, we can influence the issues and programs that are 
important to the recovery community.” - Fred Martin, 
Pennsylvania Recovery Organization- Achieving 
Community Together (PRO-ACT)

-www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org
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Voter Participation

GetOutTheVote
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Voter Participation

We can register people to vote and give 
them all of the information in the world, but 
if they stay home on Election Day, then 
we’ve not done a good job of engaging them 
as citizens. Getting registered voters to the 
polls is called Get-Out-The-Vote.

Recovery Voices Count provides strategies 
and techniques for getting people to 
exercise their right to vote.
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GOTV Basic Tips

� Organize your Lists
Spend extra time building a good list over months and maintain it 
by updating the information on a regular basis.

� Repetition, Repetition, Repetition
Use everything at your disposal- phone calls, Facebook, emails, 
door-to-door, mail, etc. Budget enough time and volunteers to use 
different tools to send reminders, even on Election Day. 

� Personalize your Contact
For many, voting on Election Day is intimidating. We need to 
remove any barriers to getting to the polls and show people why 
their vote matters!
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Recovery at the polls…

In 2006, advocates in 

Rhode Island overturned 
a constitutional provision 
that barred felons from 

lifetime voting.

Felony disenfranchisement prevents many 
people in recovery from voting.  We must 
overturn these discriminatory laws! A 
major campaign is underway in Kentucky 
to restore the right to vote.



Recovery Voices Count 
Toolbox

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

� Organizing Tools

� Resources and Strategies from 
2008

� Current Event Updates

� T-shirts, buttons, and more!
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T-Shirts
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Buttons and Stickers

Merchandise can be ordered

at the Faces & Voices Website



Special Thanks

All photos are of actual campaign 
events and courtesy of: 

CCAR

Tonya Wheeler

RICAREs

WonderWorks Studios 2007

PRO-ACT

PAR- Louisville 

McShin Foundation

Aaron Kucharski
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Thank YOU

To all the devoted people around the 
country who are helping to make 
Recovery Voices Count a success. 

We Recover and We Vote! 

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org
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Recovery Voices Count 2010
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