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Building a Constituency of Consequence for 2010
and Beyond
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Pat Taylor, Executive Director Faces
& Voices of Recovery

Naomi Long, 2010 Recovery Voices
Count Coordinator

Aaron Kucharski, 2008 Recovery
Voices Count Coordinator

Fred Martin, PA Recovery
Organization-Achieving Community

Together ‘
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Welcome and Brief overview of
Faces & Voices

Introduction of 2010 Recovery
Voices Count Campaign (Naomi)

Summary of 2008 campaign (Aaron)
Spotlight on Pennsylvania (Fred)
Q&A

Closing
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The Voice of the Organized Recovery
Community Since 2001

o Changing negative public perceptions
of addiction recovery
o Promoting effective public policy

o Demonstrating that recovery is
working for millions of Americans ‘
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Recovery Voices Count
An Overview
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Recovery Voices Count is a part of
our national movement to make it
possible for even more of our friends,
neighbors and family members to
experience long-term recovery from
addiction by building recognition of
the recovery community as a
constituency of consequence.
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Mobilizing and organizing people in
recovery, families, friends and allies to:

e Demonstrate the reality of recovery from
addiction

e Educate the public and candidates about the
human and financial toll of untreated addiction

e Educate the public and candidates about
policies that support long-term recovery from
addiction and

e Raise the profile of the recovery community as
an organized constituency that is engaged in
our nation’s civic life.
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Nonprofit 501(c)(3) public charity
organizations are strictly forbidden
from engaging in any political activity
in support of or in opposition to any
candidate for public office.

However, 501(c)(3) public charity
organizations can engage in non-
partisan voter education activity and
in a limited amount of lobbying. ‘
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The Recovery Voices
Count Guide to Non-
Partisan Civic
Engagement is a great
resource for any group
interested in building their
own civic engagement
campaign.

RECOVERY VOICES COUNT

A Guide to Non-Partisan Download your own at
Civic Engagement facesandvoicesofrecovery.org.
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M Voter Registration
M Voter Education
M Voter Participation
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Every successful civic
engagement campaign starts
with registering people to vote.
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Recovery Voices Count aims to
engage as many potential voters as
pOSSIb|e Campalgn volunteers learn

: + about voting eligibility requirements
: ¥ + how to conduct a registration drive
. @& + overcoming objections to registering

7 + tools to keep track of who you
{ register and how to build a voter list

13
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Examples of Opportunities to Register
Voters

Organize a registration drive

Set up a table at any of your events, fairs, or
open houses

Use Rally for Recovery to register participants
Canvass Neighborhoods

Reach out to family members and friends who
aren’t registered 14
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Pledge to Vote!
I pledge to:

Make my voice heard in the 2010 election by
registering to vote, and casting that vote on Election Day!

__ Learn where candidates stand on issues that
affect my life and the lives of others in the recovery community

so I can make an educated choice about who will best
represent me!

Encourage other members of the recovery
community to get involved by also registering to vote and
pledging to vote on Election Day!

Signed

Mame

Street Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Number (Cell/Home)

Email Address

Thank you for taking action!
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' issues that affect them, the
more likely it is that they will
participate in civic affairs.
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Attend Campaign Events, Forums, and Town Meetings

Organizing to create a unified presence and convey a
consistent message at events.

Encourage Local Media to Focus on Issues

Providing information to the media about addiction
prevention, treatment and recovery issues.

Debates

Making sure that issues that are important to the recovery
community are raised at candidate debates.

Organize an Event

Planning a rally or other event can attract the media and
public attention to addiction recovery issues.

18
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Questions for candidates
and
Candidate Pledge




Questions For Candidates

QUESTIONS TO ASK CANDIDATES
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Wse thie fi
W Issues, There's space for weu 1o add
7y CoAmrnuniTy whiere yau e

ewing Three guestions 10 ask candidates for “ai, state and federal ofice abo

for local and state i55ues o

& gLiesti

1). The head of the Office of National Drug Contral Palicy, the "Drug Czar," has declared that the War an

Dirags and paople with addiction (s aver, He Is pushing for & rew approach that puts an émiphass on

sUpportng peopie in recovery and getting help to thoss who need it Do you agree or disagree with

this new direction and why?

2}, Twenty million Americans are in recovary from addiction 1o alcohol and other drugs, yet reany still find
it difficult to ges an education, a good job, a driver's license, or to vowe due to discriminatory state and
federal policies and laws. Do you support or oppose the repeal of these laws, which basically prevent
people who have paid their debt to society from contributing te their families and communities in a

positive way?

3k With the enactment of ratonal health reform and the Paul Wellstone and Perte Dormenicl Meantal

Haalth Barity and Addiction Equity Act, million:s of Armericanz will n tle For care for addict
just fike cther ilinesses. If elected, would you oppose efforts to repeal the health care reform law
including provisions to provide mandatory coverage for addiction care on the same level (parity) as

with other medical linesses?

4). A question about an issue of impartance to your community here,

For mare inforrmation enwhat you can do to get irvolved, go
www.facesandveoicesofrecovery.org or ezl info@facesandvoicesofrecovery.org
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RECOVERY VOICES COUNT B

CANDIDATE PLEDGE

A H=althler and Sarer America: Solving our Alcohel and Dag Problems

Racovery from addiction to aloohad and obher orugs 15 3 redl adhievamant for millkons of Amarizans:
Ther2 s hope Tor Tamifes arfacied Dy aodiciion, and rar heainiar ard safer communifiles — if ywe treat
addictlon z thanealtnoisks hatitis

S fallurs 1o provide Ralp to Ehe ovar 21 millon Amerkcans who need it is cosdty 1o our nation and
CAUS23 a host of othar protiems and IINessas — Nean disease, [owar Work produhity, Cwerdowded jalis
ard brakan famllkes. Aooess 1o recovery. and support sarvices should ba readily avallsble b 2l Americans
WhowWantic

Irefected, ! pleage fo:

1) Emsura covarage fof 2quUianis ang fective 2odicdon prevendon, Taztment and racoverny care in 3l
publicard private heatth Cars plans

2) Fured aodicton preventon, eafy ntervention ard resaarch as an investment in Amaricat fubars

3) implamant Eolkdes that promote iong-Lenm recovary friom addicdon as imegral 1o ovarall ieath ara
el tha Triminaization of a0dictian

4} Frohisit dECAmiInatkon 20ainst peopia N kng-1eam IECoVEr wWio seek a Dighier futurs for
themsahes ard thar familes through aducation, gainful ampdcyment, safe hausing and heahh
Insuranca.

Mame;

Slgnatura:

| am 2 arddldste for:

Date:

COnLact infmmanicn
Phone: Brnall [piaase printl:

whenwfacesandvoicesofrecovery.ong 2 1
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In 2008, the campaign launched and
somethlng truIy hlstorlc happened
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People from all walks of life got Qm\s&
involved in civic engagement!
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NH Presidential Town Hall Meeting

“www.faeesandvoicesofrecovery.org

Faces & Voices sponsored in partnership with:
New Hampshire prevention, treatment & recovery groups
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA)

Nat’l Association of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse Counselors
(NAADAC) ”

National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
(NCADD) ——
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DECEMBER

s facesandvo i
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About Us - Trainings and Events - Windows Internet Explorer. provided by Yahoo!

oicesofrecovery.org/aboutitrainings_events/MH_videolmacain, php V| 4| K
Help
ety - Abaut Us - Trainings ... | | &fﬁ Home - [ |

Voice of the

Register today for thig one hour Pre

teleconference that will give you Bl i W i e T T Recovery
expert information about .
Recovery Community Centers John McCain Community
and how they'rs operated: Award
N Campaign representative:
- City Councilor Dan St. Hilaire Look for the

announcement of the Joel
Hernandez Voice of the
Recaovery Community
award winner in early
Aprill Learn mare...

Rally for
Recovery! 2008

After more than a decade of
struggls, the House on
Wednesday passed a bill
reguiring most greup health
plans to provide mors generous
coverage for treatment of
mental linesses ..

Start planning your 2008
Fally for Recovery! event.
This years Rally for
Recovery will take place
on September 20, 2008!
Learmn more...

E

S m o ES (=) i)

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org 2%
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Advocates in

“NCADD New Jersey |
s ot educated their
DECISION 2007 ConStltuency

NEW JERSEY GENERAL ELECTION GUIDE

FROMOTIRG A WARENESS GF HEY IFSUES SURRDUKDING ADDICTION

T through an
election guide
o as well as
i sophisticated
s, | candidate

surveys.

SRR EREERSERRERERERERREEEEARERRED
e
SRR RERRRERAEDN
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ToWN HALLMEETING |||« |

CE5 COUNT
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o Connecticut

o Colorado

o Kentucky

o Maryland

o Massachusetts
o Minnesota

o Missourli

o New Jersey

o Ohio

o Pennsylvania
o South Carolina
o Virginia

30
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Fred Martin is a leader in Pennsylvania
Recovery Organization-Achieving
Community Together, PRO-ACT.

This year PRO-ACT is building on their
momentum from 2008 by hosting the
Faces and Voices hub event as part
of their Rally for Recovery in

Philadelphia.
31
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RALLY; RecoVERY]

ﬂ K' ‘ -
www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

September 25, 2010

Great Plaza- Penn’s Landing
Philadelphia, PA

32
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Recovery Voices Count is an
opportunity for local recovery
community organizations to develop
organizational strength, volunteer
opportunities, and new members
beyond just a single election cycle.

HOW?

33
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By creating
Voter Engagement coalitions with other
local ally organizations;

Hosting face to face conversations with
candidates and elected officials about
local issues;

Recruiting volunteers to do outreach to
the broader community of potential

voters.
34
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“It was very empowering for many in the recovery
community who have prior convictions to learn that voting
is a right and a responsibility that they can exercise to the
fullest. They also realized how important it is to be
educated on the candidates' positions. I learned that when
we organize and follow up by actually voting on Election
Day, we can influence the issues and programs that are
important to the recovery community.” - Fred Martin,
Pennsylvania Recovery Organization- Achieving
Community Together (PRO-ACT)

-www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

35
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We can register people to vote and give
them all of the information in the world, but
if they stay home on Election Day, then
we’ve not done a good job of engaging them
as citizens. Getting registered voters to the
polls is called Get-Out-The-Vote.

Recovery Voices Count provides strategies
and techniques for getting people to
exercise their right to vote.

37
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O Organize your Lists
Spend extra time building a good list over months and maintain it
by updating the information on a regular basis.

N Repetition, Repetition, Repetition

Use everything at your disposal- phone calls, Facebook, emails,
door-to-door, mail, etc. Budget enough time and volunteers to use
different tools to send reminders, even on Election Day.

N Personalize your Contact

For many, voting on Election Day is intimidating. We need to
remove any barriers to getting to the polls and show people why
their vote matters!

38
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Felony disenfranchisement prevents many
people in recovery from voting. We must
overturn these discriminatory laws! A
major campaign is underway in Kentucky
to restore the right to vote.

In 2006, advocates in |

Rhode Island overturned
a constitutional provision
that barred felons from
lifetime voting.
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www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

Organizing Tools

Resources and Strategies from
2008

Current Event Updates
T-shirts, buttons, and more!

40
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WE RECOVER
AND

WE VOTE

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

RECOVERY VOICES

COUNT

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

41
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Merchandise can be ordered
at the Faces & Voices Website

| s&i@a "ecoi,%-at Enu
" Another * [nsurance

WE RECOVER " Voice
and or | Discriminatl
| Discriminatio
. WE VOTE! Recavery! mscrN()W!

ANOTHER VOTER

FOR RECOVERY

www.facesan dvoicesofrecover y-org 42
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All photos are of actual campaign
events and courtesy of:

CCAR

Tonya Wheeler

RICAREs

WonderWorks Studios 2007
PRO-ACT

PAR- Louisville

McShin Foundation

Aaron KucharsKi
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To all the devoted people around the
country who are helping to make
Recovery Voices Count a success.

We Recover and We Vote!

www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

44
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